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	 It is scary to think that as inhabitants of this earth we are slowly loosing the right to our own earth’s water. What once was for everyone will sometime in the near future be for only those whom are privileged; those who have power and money. Although seventy-five percent of our earth’s surface is water, only one percent of that is drinkable. Our earth’s water will soon be seen only as a commodity. We are already using it and purchasing it as a commodity everyday here in America. The going rate for bottled water by the gallon already supersedes the cost we endure for gasoline to fuel our automobiles.  How did this happen? How did our right to our water get taken away from us right under our noses? Most of us still do not even realize this is happening. Many of us are perpetuating the situation as consumers who have fallen victim to one of the most profitable marketing campaigns in our history; bottled water.
	By the year 2030 over two thirds of the world will lack access to clean drinking water. Collecting water is a time intensive and laborious task everyday in the developing world where more than fifty percent of water consumed there is unsafe and undrinkable. According to a recent study in 2010 about 5.6 billion people throughout the world live in areas with threats to water security.  That is eighty percent of the world’s population that lives in an area where the available water within the region is less than the regions demand. In the United States we have been experiencing droughts in approximately thirty five states (in 2007) where we have to ration our water, and only water our lawns on designated days of the week. That seems pretty insignificant when you compare our sacrifice with the water crisis on a global scale.
	  The problems that developing nations are facing today are very close to being our reality as well in the developed world. There are many factors to consider when discussing the water crisis such as population and globalized pollution. As a result of these things, much strain and demand is put on our natural resources and environment. We as citizens of the earth have great responsibility and we have the power to make an impact for our planet. We also have power when it comes to large corporations who are regulating our water supply, corporations that are stealing water from communities and then selling it back to the public at a rate nineteen hundred times more costly than that of our tap water. Americans bought twenty nine billion gallons of water in the year 2007. As water becomes more and more under corporate control it will be a commodity. Water is the next empire; there is no denying that at this point. As Mark Twain said, “Whiskey is for sipping, water is for fighting.”
	You might be wondering at what point did we become so dependent on bottled water? Well, it all started in the late 1980’s when Pepsi and Coca-Cola were experiencing a decline in sales for soda. So the next big idea was bottled water. It was a well planned and carried out marketing strategy which convinced the public it was cool and better to buy water rather than drink from the tap. The industry did not speak out blatantly about tap water but they did send a very clear message about bottled water being “clean”, “fresh”, “crisp”, “clear”, “pure”, “bottled at the source”, and my favorite “smart”. As if to say that one would be “stupid” to consume water any other way. The industry also marketed bottled water using models, athletes, actresses, actors and other celebrities to portray an image of how wonderful your life would be if you drank bottled water. The companies that are the most profitable at mining water are Coca-Cola, Pepsi, and the worst offender being Nestle. Nestle is the world’s largest profiteer in the bottle water industry based out of Switzerland with profits reaching as high as 3.6 billion dollars in sales annually. Names of bottled water to recognize as Nestle products are some of the following: Fiji, Arrowhead, Poland Springs, Ice Mountain, Deer Park, Ozarka, and Zephyrhills. Pepsi’s number one bottled water is Aquafina with Coca-Cola selling under the major brand label Dasani. During the height of the drought in America in 2007, Pepsi was pumping over 400,000 gallons of municipal water a day from a public source at the very same time the community was experiencing water restrictions. Then Pepsi would sell the public their water right back to them.
	Not only is the bottled water industry highly exploitive to the public as a whole, it is also false in its claims that the water being bottled is better than tap water. The bottled water industry is a self regulated industry. They are not regulated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is not even one person to oversee the manufacturing of the water. This is due to the fact that sixty to seventy percent of the water bottled is bottled within state lines. So as long as the industry continues to sell the community their own water, and it does not cross state lines, they fall out of any requirements to meet government standards.
	Over forty percent of bottled water is local municipal tap water. The municipal water system is highly regulated and tested. It has to be accountable to the public in which it serves. Daily and annual reports must be made available for the public to ensure the safety of the water supply. In cities where population reaches one million people, the water must be tested three hundred times a month. Cities with a population greater than a million must be tested four hundred times a month. That is an average of 11.6 times a day. How often does bottled water test their sources when not collecting water from a municipal source? That is something we do not have the privilege to know because the testing is done independently. The bottled water industry has had recalls of contaminated water.
	Below are the findings from an independent study of bottled water. Seven different brands were tested at two different laboratories. The results were analyzed buy epidemiologists and toxicologists.  There were several toxins and dangerous chemicals found. Note that when bottled water is exposed to high temperatures, it increases the amount of chemicals leached into the water. Many consumers put a case of bottled water in the trunk of their car. In doing so you are further contaminating the water. Following is a list of some commonly found toxins in bottled water:
Vinyl Chloride- colorless organic gas used in manufacturing of automotives, building construction, electrical wire instillation and is known to increase risk for cancer if consumed
Benzene- clear liquid chemical used in many products. Has been classified as a Class A carcinogenic
Butadiene- flammable colorless gas soluble in alcohol and ether. Usually produced as a byproduct of ethylene, also a carcinogen 
Toluene- in gasoline, paint thinner, neurotoxin agent
Styrene- known carcinogen linked with interruption in reproductive health
Diethyl Phthalate- can cause dysfunction in fetus and adverse reproductive outcomes for both men and women
Biphenyl A (BPA)- It is used to make polycarbonate plastic and epoxy resins and one of the most harmful chemicals known to man

	Another ugly side of the bottled water industry is the resources used and damaged caused to our environment to manufacture the plastic bottles for the industry. The type of plastic used to manufacture the bottles is called polyethylene terephthalate (PET).  PET produces a chemical called parazylene. Parazylene is a clear liquid created from the refining of crude oil. This product is in the benzene family and is known as carcinogenic. Eighty percent of the PET manufactured in the United States ends up in Nestle, Coke and Pepsi products. Over 714 million gallons of oil are used to make water bottles. One of the larger plants that produce PET is Flint Hills, located in Corpus Christi, Texas. The presence of this manufacturing plant in the community has had devastating effects on the environment. Large amounts of chemicals have leached into the town and are constantly being released into the air, soil, and water. Corpus Christi has an extremely high rate of birth defects. Its rate exceeds that of neighboring communities by eighty-four percent. At this time, they have yet to prove a correlation between the presence of the plant and high birth defect rates, but it is more than a coincidence. 
	So what are we to do with this information? How can we as consumers help put an end to the corporate control of our water supply? First and foremost, we as consumers must stop buying bottled water. Every time we purchase it, we are supporting the industry’s ability to exploit our very own rights to a natural resource. We can purchase a BPA free refillable bottle to carry our water in. If as consumers one does not like the way tap water tastes then the purchase of a water filter to put on your tap is an option. The cost of filtered water at home is much less expensive for the consumer’s pocket book and less devastating on our environment. Another important aspect of this id to know the water rights of your community; the more we educate ourselves, the more power we will have against self interested corporations whom are out for profit… not people.
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